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                                      Georgia’s School Nurses Make A Difference
Some general health statistics about Georgia’s schoolchildren.

· Georgia’s children rank a dismal 42nd in overall well-being among the 50 states.
· Percentages of vigorous physical activity among middle and high school students are consistently below the Healthy People 2020 national goal (85%) across all sex, race, and age groups.
· 32% of children are obese/overweight, contributing to an increase in Type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure and strokes. 
· Oral health is the largest health problem among school-aged children in Georgia; 1 in 4 (27%) 3rd grade children in Georgia have untreated dental decay and 4% need urgent dental care.
· 12% of Georgia’s children have asthma, the second leading health problem among the state’s school-aged children. 30% of these do not get regular check-ups, and 66% have no written asthma management plan.
· In the past five years, at least 15 students and 12 adults have died from sudden cardiac arrest in Georgia schools.
· More than 300,000 Georgia children do not have health insurance.
School health significantly impacts attendance and academic achievement.

· Preventable illnesses are the #1 cause of absences in Georgia schools for both students and staff.
· Chronic health problems that are poorly controlled reduce concentration and learning.
· About 75,000 (48%) of children ages 5-17 reportedly missed approximately 470,000 school days due to asthma.
· 80% of what children learn is visual. Vision problems are the leading handicap of childhood with nearly one fourth having deficiencies, yet only 20% of Georgia students get periodic vision screenings during their school years.
· 60 - 80,000 Georgia schoolchildren have hearing problems. Children with undetected mild to moderate hearing losses children with undetected severe to profound hearing loss usually achieve skills no higher than the third or fourth-grade.
Students learn best when they have healthy, focused teachers. 

· Georgia’s Board of Education staff is the largest workforce in the state of Georgia.
· Heart disease, cancer and stroke make up more than 53 percent of all deaths in Georgia.
· Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death, disease and disability in Georgia.
· Only 69 school systems in Georgia have passed a 100% Tobacco-Free School policy!
· Death rates from diabetes have been increasing by an average of 1% per year for nearly two decades.
School Nurses are the only licensed healthcare professionals in most Georgia schools and the only primary healthcare source for many of our state’s children.

· School nurses deliver emergency care for students having an asthma attack, a life-threatening allergic reaction, a seizure or a diabetes-related blood sugar drop, and they react quickly to administer life-saving medications.
· School nurses help children with chronic diseases such as diabetes and asthma to manage their care, increasing school attendance and decreasing the need for emergency room visits.
· School nurses provide critical dental, vision and hearing screenings. Recent vision screenings by just one Forsyth County school nurse identified one child with glaucoma and another with a partially detached retina. (Just one example of remarkable “saves” and “finds” that happen in every system that performs screenings.)
· School nurses may be the only health professional many children see, identifying health problems that would otherwise go unrecognized and ensuring children receive critical follow-up care.
· School nurses typically see 50-60 students daily.
· School nurses teach children, teachers, staff and parents about how to stay healthy.
· School nurses ensure that children receive needed immunizations, meeting state compliance standards.
· School nurses give medications and treatments to students with complex health care needs.
· School nurses assure the safe administration of antidepressants and other doctor-prescribed controlled substances to children with mental health needs.
· School nurses provide expert supervision of specialized procedures such as tube-feedings and catheterizations, allowing children who need these treatments to attend school.
Some general statistics about Georgia’s School Nurses

· Georgia ranks 45th in the nation with one full-time licensed school nurse per every 2,317 students, when it comes to the ratio of school nurses to students. 
· That’s one third of the recommendation of one full-time school nurse for every 750 well students and more for special needs kids, according to the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) and Healthy People 2020.
· Current state funding covers less than 1/2 of a full-time registered nurse salary for each of the state’s 1,900 schools.  
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